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T4 an tuairisc seo scriofa i nGaeilge. T4 aistriichan Béarla ar fail ag deireadh na tuairisce.

This report is written in Irish. An English translation is provided at the end of the report.

MEASTOIREACHT CHURACLAIM

Déanann Meastodireachtai Curaclaim tuairisciu ar chailiocht an teagaisc agus na foghlama in dbhair faoi
leith i gCuraclam na Bunscoile (1999). Dearbhaionn siad dea-chleachtas agus déanann siad moltai,
nuair is cui, chun cuidiu le forbairt bhreise a dhéanamh ar an dbhar sa scoil.

CONAS AN TUAIRISC SEO A LEAMH
Le linn na cigireachta seo, rinne an cigire meastéireacht ar fhoghlaim agus ar theagasc i nGaeilge faoi
na ceannteidil seo a leanas:

1. Cdiliocht fhoghlaim na ndaltai

2. Agtacu le foghlaim na ndaltai tri eispéiris foghlama agus tri chleachtas na muinteoiri

3. Eifeacht phleandil scoile, lena n-airitear FMS, ag cur foghlaim na ndaltai chun cinn

Tugann na cigiri cur sios ar an gcailiocht a bhaineann le gach ceann de na réimsi sin agus iad ag baint
Usdide as contanam cdiliochta na Cigireachta a thaispeantar ar leathanach deiridh na tuairisce seo.
Soldthraionn an contanam cailiochta samplai den teanga a Usaideann cigiri agus iad ag déanamh
meastodireachta agus ag cur sios ar chailiocht sholdthar na scoile i ngach réimse.

Tugadh deis do bhord bainistiochta na scoile ar a thuairim a léirid ar thorthai agus ar mholtai na
tuairisce i scribhinn, agus beidh freagra an bhoird ar fail san aguisin ata leis an tuairisc seo.

COSAINT LEANAI

Le linn na meastdireachta, rinneadh seicedil mar a leanas ar ndsanna imeachta na scoile maidir le

caomhnu leanai:

1. T4 ainm an teagmhalai ainmnithe agus an rditeas sldanchumhdaithe leanai ar taispeaint go
feicedlach gar do phriomhdhoras na scoile / sa limistéar failtithe.

2. Ta sé dearbhaithe ag gach muinteoir ar tugadh cuairt orthu go bhfuil rditeas sldnchumhdaithe
leanai na scoile léite acu agus go bhfuil siad eolach ar a bhfreagrachtai mar dhuine faoi shainordd.

3. Ta raiteas slanchumhdaithe leanai na scoile faofa ag an mbord agus diritear ann athbhreithniu
bliantuil agus measunu riosca.

Bhi cleachtas na scoile ag teacht lena n-éilitear faoi gach ceann de na seicealacha thuas.
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o PIlé leis an bpriomhoide agus leis na muinteoiri
o Athbhreithniu ar chaipéisi abhartha
o Agallamh le fécasghrupa daltai

Na gniomhaiochtai cigireachta ar tugadh fathu e Breathndireacht ar theagasc agus ar fhoghlaim

e Scrudu ar obair na ndaltai
e Caidreamh le daltai
e Aiseolas don phriomhoide agus do na muinteoiri

COMHTHEACS NA SCOILE

T4 Scoil Ndisiunta Croi Muire suite i mBéal an Mhuirthead, Contae Mhaigh Eo. Is bunscoil shinsearach
i ag freastal ar dhaltai 6 rang a dé go rang a sé. Ag am na meastdireachta, bhi 120 dalta ar na rollai. Ta
cuigear muinteoiri priomhshrutha, an priomhoide teagaisc san direamh, agus beirt mhuinteoiri
oideachais speisialta ann. Is é Easpag Caitliceach Chill Ala patrun na scoile, agus ta an scoil pairteach i
gComhionannas Deiseanna sna Scoileanna a Sheachadadh (DEIS), plean gniomhaiochta na Roinne um
chuimsiu oideachais. Cé go bhfuil an scoil suite sa Ghaeltacht, nil si sa Scéim Aitheantais Scoileanna
Gaeltachta (SASG).

ACHOIMRE AR NA PRIOMHCHINNTi AGUS MOLTAI:

CINNTI

T4 oidhreacht laidir sa teanga Gaeilge ag an scoil, cé nach labhraitear Gaeilge go forleathan sa
cheantar a thuilleadh.

T4 cailiocht na foghlama sa Ghaeilge go maith ar an iomlan; ta scéip ann le cumas na ndaltai
sa teanga labhartha a fheabhsu.

Eagraitear eispéiris foghlama spreagula i roinnt ranganna; ta féidearthachtai ann le solathar
na heispéiris foghlama sa Ghaeilge a shaibhriu.

T4 an teagasc go maith ar aniomldn, le feabhas ag teastdil ar an dtacaiocht a thugtar do dhaltai
aonair.

Ta céiliocht an mheasunaithe sasuil; nil coras scoile uile aontaithe ar chothabhail na dtaifead
ar dhul chun cinn na ndaltai sa Ghaeilge.

Ta féidearthachtai ann pleandil gnimh DEIS a Usaid le clar nios dirithe a chur i bhfeidhm chun
tabhairt faoi riachtanais na ndaltai.

MOLTAI

Chun tacu le foghlaim na ndaltai sa Ghaeilge ag gach leibhéal ranga, ba chdir nios mé
deiseanna labhartha agus nios mé eispéiris foghlama spreagula a sholdthar do na daltai.

Ba choir coras scoile uile ar mheasunu na Gaeilge a aontu agus a chur i bhfeidhm.

Ba choir an prdiseas pleandla gnimh DEIS a Usaid chun clar nios cuimsithi don Ghaeilge a chur
i gcrich sna seomrai ranga thar na snditheanna curaclaim uile.

MIONCHINNTi AGUS MOLTAI

1. CAILIOCHT FOGHLAMA NA NDALTAI
T4 cdiliocht foghlama na ndaltai sa Ghaeilge go maith ar an iomlan. Ta rannphairtiocht na ndaltai san
fhoghlaim go maith. Cé gur sonraiodh go dtaitnionn ceachtanna Gaeilge le formhdr na ndaltai, ta ga




le taitneamh agus inspreagadh na ndaltai a mhéadu sa chuid is mé ranganna. San agallamh le
focasghrupa, léirigh na daltai a bhi i Iathair dearcadh an-dearfach don Ghaeilge. Bhi siad eolach agus
broduil faoin oidhreacht teanga speisialta sa cheantar acu. Duirt siad gur thaitin foghlaim na teanga
go mor leo. B’fhiu don scoil tégdil ar an dearcadh seo chun an Ghaeilge a chur chun cinn ag gach
leibhéal ranga.

T4 torthai foghlama na ndaltai sa teanga 6 bhéal idir sdsuil agus an-mhaith. Cé nach bhfuil an Ghaeilge
chombh laidir is a bhiodh sa cheantar, td oidhreacht l3idir Gaeilge an phobail le sonrd sa chaighdedan
Gaeilge labhartha an-mhaith ata ag roinnt daltai. Ba gha caighdedin sa teanga 6 bhéal a fheabhsu do
gach dalta i mbealach cérasach é na ranganna is sdisearai ar aghaidh. Faigheann na daltai deiseanna
oibriu i bpéiri agus i ngrdpai i ngach rang. Ta an cleachtas seo an-mhaith i roinnt ranganna. Moltar
deiseanna comhoibrithe a chur ar fdil nios rialta sna ranganna uile as seo amach. Chabhrodh sé seo le
comhrd a spreagadh agus a fhorbairt.

Bhain formhor na ndaltai na cuspéiri foghlama amach sna ceachtanna léitheoireachta a breathnaiodh.
D’fhreagair siad ceisteanna go muinineach agus léigh siad sleachta go cruinn agus le bri. Bhi sé soiléir,
afach, go raibh deacrachtai ag roinnt daltai sa |éitheoireacht. Ba chéir athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar
leagan amach na gceachtanna chun a chinntid go dtabharfai neart ama do thuiscint na ndaltai seo a
mhéadu. T4 samplai maithe scribhneoireachta le sonru i gcoipleabhair agus leabhair saothair na
ndaltai ag beagnach gach leibhéal ranga. Moltar scileanna scribhneoireachta na ndaltai a fhorbairt a
thuilleadh tri nios moé béime a leagan ar sheanrai éagstla.

2. TACU LE FOGHLAIM NA NDALTAI: EISPEIRIS NA BHFOGHLAIMEOIRI AGUS CLEACHTAS NA

MUINTEOIRI
T4 eispéiris na bhfoghlaimeoiri go maith, le roinnt de na heispéiris an-mhaith. | dtromlach na ranganna,
sonraiodh gur eagraiodh imeachtai a leag béim ar fhoghlaim ghniomhach agus ar fhoghlaim tri
chleachtai spreagula. Ba gha imeachtai agus eispéiris foghlama a spreagfai na daltai nios éifeachtai a
thabhairt isteach sna ranganna uile. San fhécasghrupa le daltai, tuairisciodh go raibh sé nios éasca
agus nios spéisiula Gaeilge a fhoghlaim nuair a leagadh béim ar chomhfhoghlaim, dramaiocht, amhrain
a chanadh agus cluichi teanga. B’fhiu tus aite a thabhairt do ghniomhaiochtai mar seo a eagrd mar
chuid larnach de gach ceacht Gaeilge as seo amach.

T4 cleachtas aonair na muinteoiri go maith ar an iomlan. Bhi gnéithe den mhuinteoireacht a
breathnaiodh an-mhaith. Tugadh roinnt gnéithe sasula faoi deara sa teagasc i lion beag ranganna
chomh maith. Ba gha nios mé airde a thabhairt chleachtas comhoibrioch na muinteoiri amach anseo
chun modhanna muinte a fheabhsu i ngach suiomh foghlama.

T4 cld agus diseanna Gaeilge le feicedil sa timpeallacht scoile agus i ngach suiomh foghlama. Baintear
usdid éifeachtach as na haiseanna teagaisc chun an préiseas foghlama a mhéadu i bhformhor na
ranganna. T4 bainistiocht an tseomra ranga an-mhaith ar fud na scoile agus sonraiodh dea-chaidreamh
idir oidi agus daltai agus i measc na ndaltai féin i ngach rang freisin.

Forbraitear scileanna léitheoireachta na ndaltai go cumasach, cé go mb’fhiu tuilleadh béime a leagan
ar fhocldir nua a mhuineadh agus a dhaingnil. Leagtar béim teoranta ar dhifreail sa teagasc agus san
fhoghlaim. Ba chdir nios mé tacaiochta inranga a thabhairt do dhaltai ar leibhéil éagsula cumais, go
hairithe sa léitheoireacht agus scribhneoireacht.

T4 cailiocht an mheasunaithe sasuil ar an iomlan. Ta éagsulacht sa chleachtas, afach, le cuid den
mheasunu an-mhaith. Mar shampla, coinnitear seicliostai fénta ar dhul chun cinn na ndaltai sa teanga



6 bhéal i roinnt ranganna; ni dhéantar é seo i ranganna eile. Ta sé inmholta go ndéantar monatdireacht
rialta ar shaothar scriofa na ndaltai i mbeagnach gach rang. Ba chéir céras scoile uile don mheasunu a
aontu agus a chur i bhfeidhm. Chuideodh sé seo le cinntit go mbeadh gnéthachtdil na ndaltai taifeadta
agus ceilidrtha agus go mbeadh réimsi le feabhsu aitheanta agus sprioctha.

3. EIFEACHT PHLEANAIL SCOILE, FEINMHEASTOIREACHT SCOILE SAN AIREAMH, AG CUR FOGHLAIM
NA NDALTAI CHUN CINN

T4 gnéithe maithe sa phlean scoile don Ghaeilge, a forbraiodh i 2017 nuair a rinne an scoil an cinneadh

gan a bheith pairteach san SASG. Moltar go luafai stair agus oidhreacht Gaeltachta na scoile sa

phleandil don Ghaeilge, mar a bhiodh i sean-leagan den phlean. Da réir sin, ba chdir go mbeadh

oidhreacht an cheantair mar ghné larnach i dteagasc agus foghlaim na Gaeilge an t-am ar fad. Moltar

freisin tagairt a dhéanamh do Churaclam Teanga na Bunscoile sa phleanail don Ghaeilge as seo amach.

Ta athbhreithniu ar an bplean beartaithe do 2020. Ba gha an plean don Gaeilge a cheangal nios mé
leis an bplean gnimh DEIS mar chuid larnach den athbhreithniu ata le teacht. D’fhéadfadh an scoil a
bheith nios uaillmhianai faoin méid gur féidir a dhéanamh chun torthai foghlama na ndaltai sa
Ghaeilge a fheabhsu.



Aguisin

Freagra na Scoile ar an Tuairisc

Arna chur isteach ag an Bord Bainistiochta



Cuid A: Tuairimi ar abhar na tuairisce scoile

Cuireann an bord bainistiochta failte roimh na tuairisce seo ar an meastodireacht churaclaim sa
Ghaeilge agus tad sé an-sasta leis an aitheantas a tugadh do na gnéithe an-mhaithe den teagasc a
breathnaiodh. Ba mhaith linn tabhairt faoi deara freisin na breathndireachtai de bhainistiocht ranga
an-mhaith agus an dea-chaidreamh idir dhaltai agus mhuinteoiri. Bhiomar an-sasta leis an aiseolas
dearfach faighte sa tuairisc seo. Aithnimid gurbh deis mhaith é seo machnamh ar theagasc agus ar
fhoghlaim na Gaeilge sa scoil againn. Glacaimid le moltai an chigire agus taimid tiomanta do na moltai
seo a chur i bhfeidhm chun eispéiris foghlama na ndaltai sa Ghaeilge a fheabhsu.

Cuid B: Gniomhartha leantacha a rinneadh né ata beartaithe le déanamh 6 cuireadh crioch leis an
ngniomhaiocht chigireachta chun tatail agus moltai na cigireachta a chur | bhfeidhm

Tacdéidh an bord bainistiochta an scoil i gcur i bhfeidhm na moltai sa tuairisc seo. Ta anailis déanta ag
an bhfoireann ar na laidreachtai breathnaithe agus na moltai déanta.

1. Ag dul ar aghaidh cuirfear plean comhordaithe do chleachtais measunaithe sa Ghaeilge i
bhfeidhm, measund don fhoghlaim agus measinu ar an bhfoghlaim san direamh. Beidh sé seo
aontaithe agus curtha i bhfeidhm i ngach rang.

2. Déanfar athbhreithniu ar an bplean scoile don Ghaeilge i mbliana agus déanfar tagairt do stair
agus oidhreacht Ghaeilge an cheantair, le heolas a dhéanamh ar theagasc agus foghlaim na
Gaeilge sa scoil againn i gconai. Déanfaidh an plean scoile nasc, tri aistriu scileanna, leis an
bPlean Gnimh DEIS/Plean Feabhsuchain Scoile. Leagfaidh scileanna scribhneoireachta na
ndaltai nios mé béime ar na seanrai éagsula.

3. Leanfaidh an scoil ar aghaidh le streachailt agus cur leis an dearcadh dearfach don Ghaeilge a
chothaitear sna daltai, agus mar sin torthai foghlama sa Ghaeilge a fheabhsu.

4. Feabhsofar an teanga 6 bhéal tri dheiseanna chomhoibriocha, sin obair i ngrupai/péiri i
gcluichi teanga, amhranaiocht, filiocht, drdmaiocht agus ar uile. Cuideoidh sé seo le taitheamh
agus inspreagadh na ndaltai a mhéadu chun Gaeilge a labhairt.

5. Muinfear focléir nua go follasach agus tabharfar tus aite do dhifredil chun tacu le daltai ar
chumais éagsula, go hairithe sa léitheoireacht agus scribhneoireacht tri thacaiocht in-ranga.

[Aistriuchdn é seo ar fhreagra na scoile.]



CONTANAM CAILIOCHTA NA CIGIREACHTA

Déanann cigiri cur sios ar chailiocht an tsoldthair sa scoil agus feidhm & baint acu as contanam

cailiochta na cigireachta a thaispedntar thios. Tugann an contanam cailiochta samplai den teanga a
Usdideann cigiri nuair a bhionn siad ag déanamh meastdireachta agus ag cur sios ar chailiocht

sholathar na scoile do gach réimse.

Leibhéal

Cur sios

Sampla de na téarmai tuairiscitla

An-mhaith

Uséidtear An-mhaith ait a bhfuil cailiocht na réimsi a
ndéantar meastoireacht orthu ar chaighdean an-ard. Ni
bhionn tionchar rémhér ag an lion beag réimsi ata le
feabhsu ar chailiocht an tsolathair ar an iomlan. Do roinnt
scoileanna sa chatagéir seo cdiliocht an tsoldthair ar a
rinneadh meastdireacht thar cionn agus is sampla é do
scoileanna eile de sharchaighdeadin solathair.

An-mhaith; ar chailiocht an-ard;
cleachtas an-éifeachtach; le moladh go
hard; an-rathuil; beagan réimsi le
feabhsu; go hiontach; ar chaighdean
an-ard. Ar fheabhas: thar cionn; ar
sarchaighdean; le laidreachtai an-
suntasacha; thar barr

Maith

Usaidtear Go maith ait inar |éir go bhfuil na laidreachtai
sna réimsi a ndéantar meastdireacht orthu nios treise na
na réimsi ina bhfuil ga le feabhas a dhéanamh. Bionn
tionchar ag na réimsi ina bhfuil ga le feabhas a dhéanamh
ar chailiocht foghlama na ndaltai. Ni mér don scoil togail
ar a cuid laidreachtai agus gniomhu le dul i ngleic leis na
réimsi atd aitheanta ina bhfuil ga le feabhas a dhéanamh
d’fhonn caighdean an-mhaith a bhaint amach.

Go maith; cdiliocht mhaith; fiintach;
cleachtas éifeachtach; inniuil;
usdideach; inmholta; caighdean maith;
roinnt réimsi le feabhsu

Sasuil

Usaidtear Sdsuil ait a bhfuil cailiocht an tsolathair sach
maith. Ta na ldidreachtai sa mhéid ar a bhfuil
meastéireacht 8 dhéanamh direach nios treise na na laigi.
Cé nach mbionn drochthionchar suntasach ag na laigi
cuireann siad srian le cailiocht na n-eispéireas foghlama
agus ba chair déiledil leo d’fhonn caighdean nios fearr a
bhaint amach.

Sasuil; sdch maith; solathar oiriinach
cé go bhfuil féidearthachtai ann le
feabhas a dhéanamh; leibhéal
cailiochta inghlactha; is g4 feabhas a
dhéanambh i réimsi dirithe

Measartha

Usaidtear Measartha &it, in ainneoin go bhfuil roinnt
ldidreachtai sna réimsi a ndéantar meastodireacht orthu,
go bhfuil nios mé easnaimh nd laigi ann freisin na na
ldidreachtai. Beidh ar an scoil dul i ngleic le heasnaimh
dirithe gan mhoill lena chinntid go mbionn an solathar
sasuil né nios fearr na sin.

Measartha; laigi soiléire ann a bhfuil
tionchar acu ar fhoghlaim na ndaltai;
gan a bheith sasuil; deacrachtai ann; ni
mor feabhas a dhéanamh i réimsi ar
leith; ga le gniomh le feabhas a
dhéanamh

Lag

Usaidtear Lag &it a bhfuil easnaimh thromchuiseacha sna
réimsi a ndéantar meastéireacht orthu. Is ga don scoil uile
gniomh laithreach ar bhonn comhordaithe le dul i ngleic
leis na réimsi atd mar abhar imni. | gcasanna airithe,
b’fhéidir go mbeidh ga le hionchur é ghniomhaireachtai
eile le tacu leis na feabhsuithe.

Lag; mishasuil; easnamhach;
neamhéifeachtach; go dona; athru,
forbairt n6 feabhas suntasach ag
teastadil; deacrachtai suntasacha ann
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WHAT IS A CURRICULUM EVALUATION?

Curriculum Evaluations report on the quality of teaching and learning in specific subjects of the
Primary School Curriculum (1999). They affirm good practice and make recommendations, where
appropriate, to aid the further development of the subject in the school.

HOW TO READ THIS REPORT
During this inspection, the inspector evaluated learning and teaching in Irish under the following
headings:

1. Quality of pupils’ learning

2. Supporting pupils’ learning through learner experiences and teachers’ practice

3. The effectiveness of school planning, including SSE, in progressing pupils’ learning

Inspectors describe the quality of each of these areas using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum
which is shown on the final page of this report. The quality continuum provides examples of the
language used by inspectors when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision in
each area.

The board of management of the school was given an opportunity to comment in writing on the
findings and recommendations of the report, and the response of the board will be found in the
appendix of this report.

CHILD PROTECTION

During the inspection visit, the following checks in relation to the school’s child protection procedures

were conducted:

1. The name of the DLP and the Child Safeguarding Statement are prominently displayed near the
main entrance to the school.

2. The Child Safeguarding Statement has been ratified by the board and includes an annual review
and a risk assessment.

3. Allteachers visited reported that they have read the Child Safeguarding Statement and that they
are aware of their responsibilities as mandated persons.

The school met the requirements in relation to each of the checks above.
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e Discussion with principal and teachers
e Review of relevant documents
e Pupil focus-group interview

Inspection activities undertaken e Observation of teaching and learning

e Examination of pupils' work
e Interaction with pupils
e Feedback to principal and teachers

SCHOOL CONTEXT

Scoil Naisiunta Croi Mhuire is located in Belmullet, County Mayo. It is a senior primary school catering
for pupils from second class to sixth class. At the time of the evaluation, there were 120 pupils
enrolled. There are five mainstream teachers, including the teaching principal, and two special

education teachers. The Catholic Bishop of Killala is the patron, and the school participates in
Delivering Equality in Schools (DEIS), the Department's action plan for educational inclusion. Although
located in the Gaeltacht, the school is not in the Gaeltacht School Recognition Scheme (SASG).

SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS:

FINDINGS

The school has a strong heritage in the Irish language, although Irish is no longer widely spoken
in the area.

The quality of learning in Irish is good overall; there is scope to improve pupils' ability in the
spoken language.

Stimulating learning experiences are organised in some classes; there are possibilities to
enrich the provision of Irish learning experiences.

The quality of teaching is good overall, with improvement needed in the support given to
individual pupils.

The quality of assessment is satisfactory; there is no agreed whole-school system on
maintaining records on pupils' progress in Irish.

There is scope to use DEIS action planning to implement a more focussed programme to
address the needs of the pupils.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To support pupils' learning in Irish at every class level, pupils should be provided with more
speaking opportunities and more stimulating learning experiences.

A whole-school system for assessment in Irish should be agreed and implemented.

The DEIS action planning process should be used to achieve a more comprehensive
programme for Irish in classrooms over all of the curriculum strands.

DETAILED FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. THE QUALITY OF PUPILS’ LEARNING

The quality of the pupils' learning in Irish is good overall. The pupils’ participation in learning is good.
Although it was noted that the majority of pupils enjoy Irish lessons, there is a need to increase the
pupils' enjoyment and motivation in most classes. In the focus-group discussion, the pupils
demonstrated a very positive attitude to Irish. They were knowledgeable and proud of the special




language heritage of the area. They stated that they very much enjoyed learning the language. It
would be worthwhile for the school to build on this attitude to promote Irish at every class level.

The learning outcomes of the pupils in oral language range from satisfactory to very good. Although
the language is not as strong in the area as it once was, the strong Irish language community
heritage can be discerned from the very good standard of spoken Irish of some of the pupils. The
standard of spoken language of all pupils should be improved in a systematic way from the junior
classes and onwards. The pupils are given opportunities to work in pairs and in groups in each class;
this practice is very good in some classes. It is recommended that collaborative opportunities be
provided on a more regular basis in all classes from now on. This would be of help to stimulate and
develop conservation.

The majority of pupils achieved the learning objectives in the reading lessons observed. They
answered questions confidently and read passages accurately and with meaning. It was clear,
however, that some pupils had difficulties with reading. The organisation of lessons should be
reviewed to ensure that sufficient time is given to increase the comprehension of these pupils. Good
examples of writing were noted in copybooks and workbooks in almost all class levels. It is
recommended that the pupils' writing skills be further developed by placing greater emphasis on
the various genres.

2. SUPPORTING PUPILS’ LEARNING: LEARNER EXPERIENCES AND TEACHERS’ PRACTICE

The learners' experiences are good, with some very good experiences. In the majority of classes, it
was observed that activities were organised in a way which placed emphasis on active learning and
learning through stimulating exercises. Activities and learning experiences which would stimulate
the pupils in a more effective way should be introduced in all classes. In focus-group discussion,
pupils reported that it was easier and more interesting to learn Irish when collaborative learning,
drama, singing songs and language games are emphasised. It would be worthwhile prioritising such
activities as a central part of all Irish lessons from now on.

The individual practice of teachers is good overall. Aspects of the teaching observed were very good.
Satisfactory aspects were also noted in teaching in a small number of classes. More attention should
be given to teachers' collaborative practice in the future to improve teaching methods in every
learning setting.

Irish-language print and resources can be seen in the school environment and in every learning
setting. The teaching resources are used effectively to augment the learning process in most of the
classes. Classroom management is very good throughout the school and good relationships were
noted between teachers and pupils and between the pupils themselves in every learning setting.

The pupils' reading skills are developed competently, although it would be worthwhile placing
further emphasis on the teaching and consolidation of new vocabulary. A limited emphasis is placed
on differentiation in teaching and learning. Pupils of varying ability should be given more in-class
support, especially in reading and writing.

The quality of assessment is satisfactory overall. There is a range of practice, however, with some
very good assessment. For example, appropriate check lists are maintained on pupils' progress in
oral language in some classes; this is not the case in other classes. It is commendable that pupils'
written work is monitored regularly in almost every class. A whole-school policy for assessment
should be agreed and implemented. This would help ensure that the pupils' achievements are
recorded and celebrated and areas for improvement identified and targeted.



3. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SCHOOL PLANNING, INCLUDING SSE, IN PROGRESSING PUPILS’
LEARNING

Aspects of the school plan for Irish, which was developed in 2017 when the school decided not to
participate in the SASG, are good. It is recommended that the Irish language history and heritage of
the area be referred to in school planning for Irish, as was the case in the previous version of the
plan. Accordingly, the heritage of the area should be a central feature in the teaching and learning
of Irish at all times. It is also recommended that reference be made to The Primary School Language
Curriculum in planning for Irish from now on.

The plan is due for review in 2020. A greater connection between the plan for Irish and the DEIS
action plan should be an integral part of the upcoming review. The school could be more ambitious
regarding what can be done to improve the pupils' learning outcomes in Irish.



Appendix

SCHOOL RESPONSE TO THE REPORT

Submitted by the Board of Management



Part A Observations on the content of the inspection report

The board of management welcomes this report on the curriculum evaluation in Irish, and is very
pleased with its acknowledgement of the very good aspects of teaching observed. We would also like
to note the observations made of very good classroom management and good relationships between
pupils and teachers. We are very satisfied with the positive feedback in this report. We acknowledge
that this was a good opportunity for us to reflect on the teaching and learning of Irish in our school.
We accept the recommendations of the inspector and are committed to implementing these
recommendations in order to enhance pupil learning experiences in Irish.

Part B Follow-up actions planned or undertaken since the completion of the inspection activity to
implement the findings and recommendations of the inspection.

The board of management will support the school in implementing the recommendations in this
report. The staff has analysed the strengths observed and the recommendations made.

1. Going forward, a co-ordinated plan for assessment practices in Irish will be put in place
including assessment for learning (AFL) and assessment of learning (AOL). This will be agreed
upon and implemented in all classes.

2. The school plan for Irish will be reviewed this year and will refer to the Irish-language history
and heritage of the area which will inform the teaching and learning of Irish in our school at
all times. The school plan will form a link, through transfer of skills, to the DEIS Action
Plan/School Improvement Plan. Pupils’ writing skills will place greater emphasis on the various
genres.

3. The school will continue to strive and build upon the positive attitude instilled to Irish among
the pupils, thus improving the learning outcomes in Irish.

4. Oral language will be improved through collaborative opportunities i.e. group/pair work in
language games, singing, poetry, drama, etc. This will assist to increase the pupils’ enjoyment
and motivation to speak Irish.

5. New vocabulary will be taught explicitly and differentiation will be prioritised to support pupils
of varying ability, especially in reading and writing through in-class support.



THE INSPECTORATE’S QUALITY CONTINUUM

Inspectors describe the quality of provision in the school using the Inspectorate’s quality continuum
which is shown below. The quality continuum provides examples of the language used by inspectors
when evaluating and describing the quality of the school’s provision of each area.

impact on the quality of pupils’ learning. The school
needs to build on its strengths and take action to
address the areas identified as requiring
improvement in order to achieve a very good
standard.

Level Description Example of descriptive terms
Very good applies where the quality of the areas | Very good; of a very high quality;
Very Good | evaluated is of a very high standard. The very few | very effective practice; highly
areas for improvement that exist do not significantly | commendable; very successful;
impact on the overall quality of provision. For some | few areas for improvement;
schools in this category the quality of what is | notable; of a very high standard.
evaluated is outstanding and provides an example | Excellent; outstanding;
for other schools of exceptionally high standards of | exceptionally high standard, with
provision. very significant strengths;
exemplary
Good applies where the strengths in the areas | Good; good quality; valuable;
evaluated clearly outweigh the areas in need of | effective practice; competent;
Good improvement. The areas requiring improvement | useful; commendable; good

standard; some areas for
improvement

Satisfactory

Satisfactory applies where the quality of provision
is adequate. The strengths in what is being
evaluated just outweigh the shortcomings. While
the shortcomings do not have a significant negative
impact they constrain the quality of the learning
experiences and should be addressed in order to
achieve a better standard.

Satisfactory; adequate;
appropriate provision although
some possibilities for improvement
exist; acceptable level of quality;
improvement needed in some
areas

Fair applies where, although there are some

Fair; evident weaknesses that are

whole-school action is required to address the areas
of concern. In some cases, the intervention of other
agencies may be required to support improvements.

Fair strengths in the areas evaluated, deficiencies or | impacting on pupils’ learning; less
shortcomings that outweigh those strengths also | than satisfactory; experiencing
exist. The school will have to address certain | difficulty; mustimprove in
deficiencies without delay in order to ensure that | specified areas; action required to
provision is satisfactory or better. improve
Weak applies where there are serious deficiencies | Weak; unsatisfactory; insufficient;

Weak in the areas evaluated. Immediate and coordinated | ineffective; poor; requiring

significant change, development or
improvement; experiencing
significant difficulties;
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